Unity  Gala  Leads  Asian  Heritage  Celebration 


For  the  15th  consecutive  year,  the 
nation’s  Asian  community  will  celebrate 
Asian  American  heritage  in  the  month 
of  May. 

Locally,  the  high  point  of 
Asian/Pacific  American  Heritage 
Month  -  formally  desgnated  by  Presi¬ 
dent  George  Bush  in  1990  -  will  be  the 
Asian  American  Unity  Dinner  Gala, 
which  will  be  held  May  15  at  the 
Sheraton  Boston  Hotel  and  Towers. 
Governor  William  Weld  and  other  top 
government  officials  will  join  some 
1,000  persons  from  the  New  England 


area  at  the  event. 

The  night’s  keynote  speaker  will  be 
Melinda  Yee,  special  assistant  in  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Presidential  Personnel  and 
former  national  director  of  Asian 
Pacific  American  Political  Affairs 
during  the  Clinton/Gore  ‘92  campaign. 
Yee  will  discuss  the  roles  of  Asian 
Americans  in  politics. 

The  Unity  Dinner  Gala  will  be 
preceded  by  an  afternoon  panel  discus¬ 
sion  titled:  "What  have  Politicians  Done 
for  the  Asian  American  Community  and 
What  Do  They  Plan  to  Do?"  For  tickets 


to  the  event  contact  May  Kwan  Lorenzo 
at  617-482-6121. 

The  Unity  Dinner  brings  together 
diverse  Asian  American  communities  to 
celebrate  the  achievements  and  con¬ 
tributions  of  Asian  Americans.  Co-chair 
Bik  Ng  said  that  celebrating  such 
achievements  is  especially  important 
given  the  fact  that  the  region’s  Asian 
American  population  has  tripled  in  the 
past  decade. 

What  follows  is  a  list  of  cultural  and 
educational  events  to  be  held  this  month 

continued  on  page  2 
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Community  Divided 
Over  Redistricting 


Tames  Wen-chungChang(l),  director  general  of  the  Coordination  Council  for  North 
American  Affairs  office  in  Boston,  receives  a  plaque  from  Paul  Cheong  Chan ,  at  a  dinner 
in  Chang’s  honor  given  by  the  Chinese  community.  Chang  who  served  about  two  and  a 
half  years  in  Boston,  has  been  reassigned  to  the  Council’s  Washington,  D.C.  office. 

Hospital  Rejects 
Chinatown  Proposal 


City  Councilor  James  Kelly  says  he 
will  reject  a  new  City  Council  redistrict¬ 
ing  plan  because  the  size  of  at  least  one 
redrawn  district  is  too  big  and  could  be 
challenged  on  legal  grounds. 

Kelly,  who  is  chairperson  of  the  City 
Council’s  redistricting  committee, 
which  held  a  public  hearing  on  the  plan 
last  week,  says  he  will  soon  propose 
another  plan  which  he  believes  will  be 
more  acceptable  to  the  Council.  Seven 
votes  are  needed  to  pass  the  redistricting 
plan. 

"Their  proposal  is  illegal,"  said  Kelly, 
who  contends  that  "some  districts  ex¬ 
ceed  the  margin  that  is  allowed"  under 
rules  that  set  down  guidelines  for  the 
size  of  voting  districts.  He  said  the  dis¬ 
tricts  should  generally  have  the  same 
number  of  voters  and  suggested  that 
some  redrawn  districts  were  too  big. 

However,  Suzanne  Lee,  a  member  of 
the  citywide  coalition  that  submitted  the 
redistricting  plan,  rejected  Kelly’s  argu¬ 
ment,  saying  that  the  plan  "was  done 
carefully"  and  that  some  population 
variance  among  districts  was  allowed  by 
law.  "The  lawyers  are  looking  at  it,"  she 
said. 

Proponents  say  the  new  redistricting 
plan  would  make  it  easier  for  minority 
candidates  to  be  elected  to  the  Council 
and  assure  that  the  Council  more  ac¬ 
curately  reflects  the  current  racial 
makeup  of  the  city.  According  to  1990 
Census  data,  minorities  make  up  41  per¬ 
cent  of  the  city’s  population. 

Asians  who  spoke  on  the  redistricting 
plan  at  last  week’s  City  Council  hearing 
seemed  divided  over  the  issue,  with 
some  supporting  it  on  the  grounds  that 


it  would  ease  the  way  for  an  Asian  can¬ 
didate  to  be  elected  to  the  Council;  and 
others  opposing  it,  saying  that  the 
change  would  offer  no  new  benefits  to 
Chinatown. 

The  plan  would  move  Chinatown  and 
the  South  End  from  district  2,  where 
they  are  currently  joined  with  South 
Boston,  Bay  Village,  and  parts  of  Dor¬ 
chester,  to  District  7,  where  they  would 
be  joined  with  Roxbury. 

The  proposed  plan  would  also  "un¬ 
pack"  districts  4  and  7  -  which  currently 
have  a  large  percentage  of  minority 
voters  -  by  merging  them  with  other  dis¬ 
tricts.  The  change  would  make  the  two 
districts  more  racially  diverse. 

The  redistricting  plan  would  also  cre¬ 
ate  a  new  district  6  by  combining 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mission  Hill  and  parts  of 
Roslindale  to  give  minorities  an  overall 
population  of  60  percent;  and  create  a 
new  district  3  with  a  56  percent  minority 
population.  West  Roxbury  and  Hyde 
Park  would  also  be  combined  into  one 
voting  district. 

The  Redistricting  Coalition,  which 
proposed  the  plan,  consists  of  the 
Latino  Democratic  Committee,  the 
Asian  Political  Caucus,  the  Black  Politi¬ 
cal  Task  Force  and  the  Massachusetts 
Rainbow  Coalition,  which  is  working 
with  the  Lawyers’  Committee  for  Civil 
Rights  Under  the  Law. 

Lee,  who  is  chairperson  of  the 
Chinese  Progressive  Association  and  a 
member  of  the  Asian  Political  Caucus, 
said  the  current  district  map  does  not 
give  minorities  the  kind  of  repre- 

continued  on  page  2 


The  New  England  Medical  Center 
(NEMC)  last  week  rejected  a 
Chinatown  proposal  requiring  the 
hospital  to  build  a  30,000  square-foot 
community  center,  or  pay  the  com¬ 
munity  $3.5  million,  in  exchange  for  ap¬ 
proval  to  build  a  455-car  hospital 
parking  garage  on  an  Oak  Street  site. 

The  Medical  Center  rejected  the 
proposal  during  negotiations  last 
Thursday  attended  by  officials  from  the 
hospital,  the  community  and  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  (BRA). 
Chinatown  was  represented  by 
Chinatown  Community  Center,  Inc.,  a 


group  formed  from  the 
Chinatown/South  Cove  Neighborhood 
Council’s  Parcel  C  Committee  in  1990 
to  handle  issues  related  to  the  creation 
of  a  community  center  in  Chinatown. 

According  to  Lydia  Lowe,  co-direc- 
tor  of  the  Chinese  Progressive  Associa¬ 
tion  and  a  CCC  member,  the  hospital 
rejected  the  CCC  proposal  despite  the 
fact  that  it  was  substantially  less  than  the 
90,000  square-foot  facility  that  the 
group  originally  believed  was  necessary 
to  satisfy  the  space  needs  of  Chinatown 
community  services  and  agencies. 

continued  on  page  2 


Susan  Yan-Fung  with  students  at  die  Guild  School 


Interview:  Susan  Yan-Fung  Calls 
Learning  a  Lifelong  Endeavor 


Susan  Yan-Fung  first  became 
interested  in  studying  education 
when  she  became  a  mother. 
After  her  first  child  was  born,  she 
decided  to  enroll  in  Boston  State 
College  because  she  wanted  to 
know  more  about  educating 
children.  It  was  an  outgrowth  of 
her  own  intellectual  curiosity, 
she  says,  and  wasn’t  done  with 
the  idea  of  eventually  becoming 
a  teacher. 

Her  involvement  in  education 
deepened  when  her  eldest  son 
was  three  years  old,  and  she  sent 


him  to  a  parents  cooperative 
nursery  school  at  MIT,  where  she 
also  became  a  teacher.  "As  a 
young  mother  I  started  to 
wonder  how  my  own  children 
would  grow  up,"  says  Fung,  a 
winner  of  a  Citywide  Education¬ 
al  Coalition  1993  Golden  Apple 
award  for  teaching.  Of  the  500 
Boston  public  school  teachers 
nominated  for  the  honor,  15 
were  selected  to  receive  awards. 

From  1981  to  1991,  Fung  was 
a  bilingual  teacher  at  the  Kent 
School  in  Charlestown,  where 


she  taught  all  grades.  And  since 
1991  she  has  been  a  bilingual  -> 
kindergarten  teacher  at  the 
Guild  School  in  East  Boston. 

Though  Fung’s  involvement 
in  education  actually  began 
when  she  served  as  a  volunteer 
English  as  a  second  language 
teacher  in  Boston’s  Chinatown 
in  the  1970s,  it  was  concern  for 
her  own  children’s  education 
that  led  her  to  think  more  care-  I 
fully  about  the  kind  of  educa-  I 
tional  system  they  would  soon  be  I 
continued  on  page  2  | 
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District 
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sentation  that  seems  warranted  by  their 
population.  Lee  said  she  supports  the 
new  plan  because  she  believes  it  would 
better  ensure  that  each  district  reflects 
the  city’s  diversity  as  well  as  give 
minority  residents  a  greater  chance  to 
influence  the  outcome  of  elections. 

Currently  represented  by  Councilor 
Kelly,  Chinatown  is  part  of  District  2, 
which  is  predominately  white,  said  Lee. 
If  Chinatown  became  part  of  District  7, 
it  would  then  be  in  a  district  in  which  no 
one  racial  group  has  a  majority.  She  es¬ 
timated  that  a  redrawn  District  7  would 
be  12  percent  Asian,  15  percent  Latino, 
48  percent  African  American,  and  about 
25  percent  white.  "That  means  it’s  a 
coalition  district,  where  no  one  group 
dominates,"  she  said.  "We  are  so 
dominated  by  the  voting  block  in  South 
Boston.  There  is  no  way  that  conditions 
we  are  concerned  about  can  get  a  fair 
airing." 

Lee  contended  that  placing 
Chinatown  in  District  7  would  make  it 
easier  for  a  Chinese  candidate  to  run  for 
|  the  Council  and  also  force  candidates 
seeking  a  Council  seat  to  come  to 
Chinatown  in  search  of  votes,  since  can- 
i  didates  couldn’t  rely  on  any  one  racial 
j  group  to  get  elected.  "The  idea  is  that 
1  Chinese  can  be  a  voting  block,"  she  said. 
"No  matter  who  runs  they  have  to  take 
us  more  seriously." 

While  Lee  admitted  that  some 
"people  have  serious  doubts  about  being 
able  to  build  those  coalitions,"  she  said 
she  was  confident  that  it  could  be  done. 
She  pointed  out,  for  example,  that  both 
Asians  and  Latinos  have  a  large  number 
of  immigrants  within  their  ranks  and 
thus  have  immigrant  issues,  such  as  lan¬ 
guage  and  immigrant  rights,  in  common. 

"We  need  to  provide  a  vision  for  the 
future,"  said  Lee,  who  added  that  the 
minority  population  will  increase  even 
more  in  the  next  10  years.  "Building 
coalitions  has  to  be  the  future  politic  of 
any  major  city  and  of  the  future  of  the 
country." 

A  segment  of  the  Chinatown  com¬ 
munity,  however,  is  opposed  to  the 
redistricting  plan.  William  Moy,  the  co¬ 
moderator  of  the  Chinatown/South 
Cove  Neighborhood  Council  said  at  the 
hearing  that  he  was  in  favor  of  "diver¬ 
sity,"  but  opposed  moving  Chinatown 
into  a  new  district  just  for  the  sake  of 
moving.  "Councilor  Kelly  has  repre¬ 
sented  Chinatown  and  the  South  End 
very  well,"  said  Moy.  "I  do  not  see  where 
it  (the  plan)  gains  the  Asian  community 
one  bit." 

Jason  Lim,  a  member  of  the 
Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council,  also 
spoke  out  against  the  redistricting  plan, 
saying  that  Councilor  Kelly  has  in  the 
past  supported  Chinatown  issues. 

Frank  Chin,  a  Chinatown 
businessman  long  active  in  community 
affairs,  believes  that  redistricting  isn’t 
necessary.  He  said  some  people  favored 
the  plan  because  they  believe  that 
Chinatown’s  placement  in  the  same  dis¬ 
trict  as  South  Boston  -  where  Councilor 
Kelly  has  his  political  base  -  will  make  it 
difficult  for  an  Asian  to  run  for  the 
Council.  He  suggested  that  such  an 
analysis  isn’t  necessarily  an  accurate 
one. 

He  pointed  out  that  Michael  Woo  -  a 
seasoned  politician  -  will  be  one  of  two 
finalists  in  the  upcoming  mayoral  elec¬ 
tion  in  Los  Angeles.  "The  most  impor¬ 
tant  thing  is  for  people  to  be  involved 
and  participate  in  the  political  system," 
he  said.  "If  you’re  qualified,  I  think  you 
can  be  elected." 

David  Moy,  the  executive  director  of 
the  Quincy  School  Community  Council 
who  emphasized  that  he  was  not  speak¬ 
ing  for  the  Quincy  Council,  said  he  per¬ 
sonally  supported  the  redistricting  plan. 
"I  think  it’s  in  the  long-term  interest  of 
this  community,"  said  Moy,  who  also 


agreed  that  moving  Chinatown  to  Dis¬ 
trict  7  -  where  no  racial  group  would 
have  a  clear  majority  -  would  make  it 
easier  for  an  Asian  candidate  to  seek 
office.  "Chinatown  concerns  would 
more  likely  come  to  the  surface,"  he  said. 

Though  Moy  believes  Kelly  has  been 
"good  on  constituent  services"  for 
Chinatown,  he  added  that  being  in  the 
same  district  as  South  Boston 

diminishes  the  "chances  of  a  viable 
Asian  candidate"  getting  elected. 

Kelly,  who  opposed  the  redistricting 
plan  as  submitted  by  the  coalition,  said 
he  was  unsure  if  the  chance  of  an  Asian 
candidate  being  elected  would  increase 
"if  they  were  in  another  district."  He  sug¬ 
gested  that  while  ethnic  background 
plays  a  part  in  city  politics,  it  may  not 
play  as  large  a  part  as  people  think. 

Kelly  said  he  has  a  "great  relationship 
with  Chinatown"  and  doesn’t  want  to 
lose  the  district.  He  added  that  the  new 
redistricting  plan  he  will  propose  will 
"keep  Chinatown  in  my  district...I’m  not 
going  to  allow  someone  to  take 
Chinatown  away  from  me.  I’m  certainly 
not  about  to  give  it  away." 

-Robert  O’Malley 

Center 
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Lowe  said  the  community  has  tenta¬ 
tively  decided  to  reduce  the  square 
footage  of  the  proposed  center  because 
it  appears  that  the  South  Cove  YMCA 
and  the  South  Cove  Community  Health 
Center  may  be  able  to  satisfy  their  space 
needs  elsewhere. 

NEMC  has  offered  to  build  a  10,000 
square-foot  community  center  next  to  a 
proposed  garage  on  Parcel  C  on  the  Oak 
Street  site.  It  has  also  offered  the  com¬ 
munity  the  option  of  accepting  $1.8  mil¬ 
lion  to  find  an  alternative  site  instead  of 
the  community  center.  The  BRA  set 
aside  Parcel  C  in  the  late  1980s  as  the 
site  for  a  Chinatown  community  center. 
NEMC  had  originally  owned  Parcel  C 
but  agreed  to  exchange  it  for  an  adjacent 
BRA  site  in  order  to  build  its  1-C  hospi¬ 
tal  expansion  project,  which  is  currently 
under  construction. 

NEMC  officials  said  that  the  30,000- 
square-foot  center  -  or  $3.5  million  pay¬ 
ment  -  proposed  by  the  CCC  was  not 
within  its  range,  though  they  declined  to 
be  precise  about  what  that  range  was, 
according  to  several  people  attending 
the  meeting.  Hospital  negotiators  said 
some  hospital  officials  had  even  op¬ 
posed  offering  the  community  the  $1.8 
million  currently  on  the  table. 

Lowe,  however,  pointed  out  that  the 
CCC  had  "come  down  quite  a  bit"  from 
its  original  proposal,  which  had 
originally  called  for  a  90,000  square  foot 
facility.  She  said  CCC  representatives 
asked  NEMC  officials  to  clarify  what  it 
considered  a  reasonable  offer.  It  ap¬ 
peared,  said  Lowe,  that  the  hospital  was 
not  offering  the  community  much  room 
to  bargain,  given  its  insistence  on  its 
current  offer. 

"I’m  not  very  optimistic  that  the  New 
England  Medical  Center  is  looking  at 
anything  much  different  than  $1.8  mil¬ 
lion,"  said  Lowe,  who  added  that  "a  cru¬ 
cial  question"  is  going  to  be  whether  the 
community  stands  united  on  this  issue. 

Lowe  said  the  CCC  now  wants  to  get 
a  sense  of  where  the  community  stands, 
especially  people  using  the  services  of 
the  agencies  seeking  space  in  the  com¬ 
munity  center. 

Richard  Chin,  executive  director  of 
the  South  Cove  YMCA  and  a  CCC 
member,  said  that  despite  their  rejec¬ 
tion  of  the  Chinatown  proposal,  they 
didn’t  want  to  leave  the  impression  that 
they  were  unwilling  to  negotiate.  Chin 
believes  that  NEMC  officials  are  "look¬ 
ing  for  the  CCC  to  come  up  with  a  better 
proposal."  The  CCC  may  make  a 
counter  proposal,  perhaps  within  a 
week,  he  added. 

NEMC,  meanwhile,  has  asked  the 


Chinatown/South  Cove  Neighborhood 
Council  (CNC)  to  vote  on  the  com¬ 
munity  center  and  garage  proposal  at  its 
May  17  meeting.  Hospital  officials  said 
they  wanted  the  Council  to  vote  on  the 
proposal  quickly  because  NEMC’s 
board  of  trustees  was  anxious  to  pursue 
other  avenues  to  solve  its  parking 
problems. 

The  NEMC  has  said  that  if  the  CNC 
rejects  its  garage  and  community  center 
offer  it  will  drop  the  matter  and  pursue 
alternative  plans,  such  as  building  a 
garage  at  the  site  of  a  Travelers  Street 
parking  lot  or  at  another  location  in  the 


Heritage 
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to  celebrate  Asian  American  experience 
and  culture. 

•"Welcome  to  Asian  America :  Chal¬ 
lenging  the  Myths,”  a  multi-media  art 
installed  environment  exploring  the 
Asian  American  experience  will  be 
presented  by  the  Asian  American 
Resource  Workshop.  The  project  will 
feature  artists  Dorothy  Imagire,  Helen 
Liu  and  Wen-ti  Tsen.  The  exhibit  will 
run  from  May  3  through  June  21  at  the 
Mills  Gallery  at  the  Boston  Center  for 
the  Arts,  with  a  reception  held  May  7 
from  6-8  pm.  The  project  can  also  be 
seen  at  the  Cambridge  Multicultural 
Arts  Center  from  June  24  through  July 
31.  A  reception  for  the  second  showing 
will  be  held  June  24  from  5-8  pm. 

•Pianist  Tian  Ying  will  perform  with 
the  Longwood  Symphony  Orchestra 
and  guest  conductor  Jonathan  McPhee 
on  May  15  at  8  pm  at  Jordan  Hall  at  New 
England  Conservatory,  30 
Gainsborough  St.,  Boston.  Tickets  are 
$12.50  and  $10.50,  with  discounts  avail¬ 
able  for  students  and  senior  citizens. 

•The  Asian  American  Artists  As¬ 
sociation  will  celebrate  Asian/Pacific 
Heritage  Month  at  the  Cambridge  Mul¬ 
ticultural  Arts  Center,  41  Second  St., 
Cambridge,  with  a  family  performing 
arts  program  on  May  23  at  2  pm.  The 
program  will  feature  "The  Search  for 
the  Hidden  Treasure,"  an  Indonesian 
shadow  puppet  play  (in  English)  per¬ 
formed  by  Danny  Yatim  &  Co;  modern 
dance  with  Asian  influences  featuring 
Femadina  Chan,  Jen-Jen  Lin,  and  Eric 
Ornstein;  and  jazz  arrangements  of 
Asian  folk  melodies  played  by  Makoto 
Takenaka  on  piano  and  Kenji  Shimada 
on  bass. 

•"Celebrating  Meditative  Arts”  will 
be  held  May  21  to  23  at  Ashoka  House 
at  515  Centre  St.,  Newton.  Kanjuro 
Shibata,  Sensei,  master  archer  and  bow- 
maker  to  the  Emperor  of  Japan,  will 
direct  a  weekend  of  meditation  and  in¬ 
struction  in  the  traditional  arts  of 
ikebana  and  calligraphy.  An  opening 
talk  will  be  held  on  Friday  at  8  pm,  which 
can  be  attended  separately  from  the 
weekend  events.  A  $7  donation  is  re¬ 
quested.  The  weekend  program  consists 
of  meditation,  workshops,  and  con¬ 
cludes  with  a  picnic  reception  for  Sensei. 
Tuition  is  $75  with  materials  provided. 
For  more  information  call  617-965- 
2827. 

•Public  Television  will  also  celebrate 
the  month  with  a  range  of  programs  on 
WGBX/Channel  44. 

•Sunday,  May  9  at  5  pm,  "Theater  of 
the  Palms,"  a  profile  of  Chinese  pup¬ 
peteer  Lee  tien-Lu. 

•Thursday  May  13,  9  pm,  Mini- 
Dragons  II,  episode  on  Hong  Kong. 

•Thursday,  May  20,  9  pm,  "Moving 
Mountains,"  an  intimate  and  sensitive 
look  at  a  group  of  Southeast  Asian 
refugees  as  they  adapt  to  life  in 
America. 

•Sunday,  May  23, 6:30  pm,  "Ocean  of 
Wisdom,"  a  biography  of  the  14th  Dali 
Lama  of  Tibet. 

•Thursday,  May  27,  9  pm,  "Thanh’s 
War,"  the  story  of  Pham  Thanh  who 


came  to  California  from  his  native  Viet¬ 
nam  after  his  parents  were  killed.  He 
later  returns  to  his  ancestral  village  to 
get  married. 

Sunday,  May  30,  5  pm,  "Eastern 
Spirit,  Western  World,"  a  profile  of 
Chinese  American  artist  Diana  Kan 
who  combines  20th  Century  concepts  of 
art  with  the  techniques  and  spirituality 
of  Chinese  painting. 

Sunday,  May  30, 5:30  pm,  "The  Art  of 
Indonesia:  Tales  From  the  Shadow 
World,"  an  exploration  of  Indonesia’s 
ancient  treasures,  including  the  majestic 
temple  of  Borobudur,  the  largest  Bud¬ 
dhist  monument  in  the  world. 

The  following  art  exhibits  can  also  be 
seen  this  month  and  into  the  summer: 

•"Chinese  Folk  Art,"  at  the  Peabody 
Museum,  East  India  Sq.,  Salem,  which 
features  about  100  items,  including 
shadow  puppets,  embroidery,  paper  cuts 
and  other  objects,  spanning  200  years. 
For  information  call  508-745-1876.  The 
exhibit  will  run  through  July  3. 

"Chinese  &  Japanese  Paintings 
From  the  Early  Modern  Era"  at  the  Ar¬ 
thur  M.  Sackler  Museum,  Harvard 
University,  485  Broadway,  Cambridge, 
through  Aug.  31.  A  special  selection  of 
paintings  from  the  18th,  19th,  and  20th 
centuries  from  the  Museum’s  per¬ 
manent  collection  will  be  on  view.  For 
information  call  617-495-9400. 


Fung 

continued  from  page  1 

passing  through.  It  was  her  ex¬ 
perience  at  the  MIT  nursery  school  that 
inspired  her  to  leave  Boston  State  and 
complete  her  studies  in  early  childhood 
education  at  Boston  University. 

Fung  says  that  teaching  in  the  MIT 
nursery  school  was  an  important  turning 
point  in  her  career  as  a  teacher.  "1  found 
it  very  rewarding,"  she  says,  explaining 
that  she  also  discovered  that  three-  and 
four-year-olds  could  be  taught  to  read  at 
the  second  grade  level  if  given  proper 
instruction.  "The  way  you  structure  the 
learning  environment  is  critical  to  their 
actual  learning  experience,"  she  found. 

"When  I  became  a  kindergarten 
teacher  I  wanted  to  reshape  my  cur¬ 
riculum  and  restructure  my  learning  en- 
vironment,"  says  Fung,  who  wants 
children  to  discover  learning  as  an  en¬ 
joyable  and  valuable  experience. 

"If  a  child  should  find  learning  as 
pleasurable  he  or  she  will  take  an  active 
role  in  learning,"  she  says,  adding  that 
children  who  have  negative  experiences 
in  their  early  schooling  or  who  have 
emotional  difficulties  are  at  risk  of 
having  more  serious  problems  in  later 
life. 

Teachers,  she  continues,  can’t  ever 
hope  to  teach  students  everything  they’ll 
need  to  know  in  life.  What  they  can  help 
develop  in  students  are  "good  learning 
habits"  and  a  thirst  for  knowledge,  she 
says.  "If  children  grow  up  with  an  inquir¬ 
ing  mind  they  will  start  absorbing  new 
knowledge."  If  the  teachers  create  the 
right  environment  for  children  in  their 
early  years,  the  students  will  often  "start 
exploring  things  on  their  own,"  she  says. 

Although  she  believes  "it’s  impos¬ 
sible  for  a  teacher  to  predict"  the  kind  of 
world  a  student  will  face  in  later  life,  she 
suggests  that  certain  universal  values  - 
such  as  the  importance  of  learning  - 
remain  unchanged  over  time. 

"Learning  is  an  ongoing  process,"  she 
continues.  "If  we  all  stopped  learning 
after  college  we  would  never  be  able  to 
keep  up  with  an  ever-changing  world," 
she  says,  adding  that  "learning  does  not 
just  have  to  happen  in  a  high  school.’ 
She  points  out  that  great  things  have 
often  been  achieved  using  knowledge 
gained  after  graduating  from  school,  she 
says. 

While  the  classroom  is  a  place  where 
young  children  develop  what  should  be 
a  life-long  interest  in  learning,  the  home 
continued  on  page  6 
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INSIDE  CHINATOWN 


Two  Charged  With  Selling  Heroin 


Two  Chinatown  men  alleged 
to  be  members  of  an  internation¬ 
al  heroin  ring  were  arrested 
April  27  and  charged  with  dis¬ 
tributing  heroin. 

Arrested  were  Mandon  Wai 
Lau,  40,  and  Kwok  Kei  Law,  31, 
both  of  15  Chauncy  Street,  Bos¬ 
ton.  Law  enforcement  officials 
said  Lau  was  either  the  manager 
or  the  owner  of  Eldo’s  Tea 
House  at  57  Beach  St.  in 
Chinatown.  The  two  men  were 
arrested  by  members  of  the  Drug 
Enforcement  Administration 
(DEA)  as  well  as  local  law  enfor¬ 
cement  agencies,  including  the 


Boston  police. 

Jack  Kelly,  the  DEA’s  public 
information  officer,  said  the 
DEA  seized  in  excess  of  12.6 
kilos  of  Southeast  Asian  heroin. 
It  was  the  largest  seizure  of 
heroin  since  92  kilos  of  heroin 
were  found  packed  in  bean 
sprout  washing  machines  headed 
for  a  Chinatown  address  in  1988. 
Kelly  said  that  the  arrests  were 
made  when  the  men  allegedly 
tried  to  sell  the  heroin  to  two 
DEA  undercover  agents.  Heroin 
was  also  seized  at  15  Chauncy 
Street,  where  it  was  found  hid¬ 
den  in  commercial  china  dish- 


ware  made  especially  to  hold  the 
heroin. 

DEA  agent  Carlo  Boceia,  of 
the  New  England  Field  Division, 
said  that  the  investigation 
started  in  Boston  about  six 
months  ago  and  led  agents  to 
Hong  Kong,  a  transit  area  for 
heroin  smuggling  into  the 
United  States  from  the  Golden 
Triangle. 

Boccia  said  that  agents  found 
there  was  an  organization  in 
Hong  Kong  that  dealt  directly 
with  distribution  in  Boston  and 
other  US  metropolitan  areas. 

Southeast  Asian  heroin  is  the 


most  widely  distributed  type  of 
heroin  in  the  US,  according  to 
the  DEA.  Officials  said  that  until 
this  seizure  most  of  the  heroin 
seized  in  this  area  has  been  a 
combination  of  Southeast  Asian, 
Southwest  Asian  and  Middle 
Eastern  heroin. 

"This  was  destined  for  the 
streets  of  Boston,"  said  Kelly, 
who  added  that  officials  believe 
heroin  use  is  on  the  rise  in  the  US 
and  that  the  Boston-Providence- 
Lowell  area  is  receiving  some  of 
the  purest  heroin  in  the  country. 
Kelly  said  law  enforcement  offi¬ 
cials  believe  more  people  are 


smoking  or  snorting  heroin  than 
in  the  past,  when  it  was  mainly 
injected  with  a  hypodermic 
needle. 

DEA  officials  said  the  inves¬ 
tigation  is  continuing  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  identify  other 
customers  and  distribution 
groups  in  the  US,  as  well  as  over¬ 
seas  suppliers  and  transporters. 

Lau  appeared  before  US 
Magistrate  Mimi  Bowler  on 
April  27. 
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ORIENTAL  FASHIONS. 

IMPORTED  GIFTS,  BOOKS  l  MAGAZINES 
KUNG  FU  &  KARATE  EQUIPMENT. 


OPEN  7  DAYS 
10:00  AM  TO  6:00  PM 


Sil£y  *May  /  CHINESE  AMERICAN  CO..  INC. 


44  KNEELAND  STREET.  BOSTON,  MASS.  02111 
TEM617)  451-5719  FAX  (617)  451-2318 
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NEIGHBORHOOD  COALITION 
COORDINATOR 

Coord,  of  neighborhood  coalition  in  an  urban,  multi-ethnic 
community.  Respon:  staff  support  to  coalition,  overseeing 
community  assessment  process,  community  organizing, 
planning  facilitation;  hiring  and  supervising  outreach  workers. 
Qual:  3  years  community  organizing  and/or  human  service 
experience;  BA  preferred;  Bilingual  (Eng/Span)  preferred; 
experience  in  a  multicultural,  urban  environment;  excellent 
communication,  interpersonal,  and  organizational  skills; 
flexible  schedule.  425,000  plus  benefits  for  the  10-month  grant 
cycle.  Send  resume  and  cover  by  May  13,  1993  to:  Search 
Committee,  East  Boston  Healthy  Boston  Coalition,  do  Levine 
Associates,  637  Washington  St.  Suite  208,  Brookline,  MA 
02146.  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


Microcomputer  Specialist 

This  position  provides  technical  and  data  entry  support  as  well  as 
training  to  microcomputer  users  throughoutthe  company  by  analyzing 
and  resolving  problems  as  well  as  supplying  information  concerning 
system/product  selection  and  use. 

Applicants  must  have  experience  with  at  least  the  following:  MultiMate 
Advantage  II,  WordPerfect  5.1,  Harvard  Graphics,  Lotus  1-2-3, 
Symphony,  DOS  3.3,  and  Paradox  Database. 

Qualified  candidates  please  send  resume  with  salary  history  to  Ann 
Marie  Comer,  Assistant  Vice  President,  UST  Corp,  40  Court  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02108.  EOE. 


UST  Data  Services 
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NEMC  Seeks  Lease  Approval 


The  Chinatown  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Council  postponed  voting 
on  a  request  by  the  New  England 
Medical  Center  (NEMC)  to 
lease  space  for  research  facilities 
in  a  building  at  75  Kneeland  St., 
which  is  not  within  the  area  al¬ 
lowed  for  hospital  expansion 
under  its  master  plan.  The  Medi¬ 
cal  Center  is  seeking  approval  to 
amend  the  master  plan  and  rent 
space  in  the  building. 


NEMC  wants  to  rent  45,000 
square  feet  of  space  on  three 
floors  (the  10th,  12th,  and  14th) 
in  the  building,  which  is  bounded 
by  Kneeland,  Hudson  and  Tyler 
streets.  The  hospital,  which  says 
that  leasing  the  space  would  be  a 
temporary  measure,  would 
renovate  the  three  floors  for  re¬ 
search  in  ophthalmology, 
psychiatry,  surgery  and 
medicine.  The  hospital’s  re- 


MALDEN 

Prestine  Dutch  Colonial  on  lovely  comer  lot  just  minutes  from  Oak  Grove  Station,. 
All  new  systems,  recent  paint  fresh  decor  2,3  Baths  and  a  bright  sunny  kitchen  are 
just  a  few  of  the  many  amenities.  Come  see  for  yourself.  $169,000. 

Contact  John  Mcquaid  or  Margo  Cory, 

Century  21  Spindler  +  O'Neil  617-944-2100 


BROADCAST  TECHNICAL  OPERATOR 

Temporary  Part-time  position  for  Saturday  evenings 
for  entry  level  technical  operator  with  previous 
broadcast  experience.  Duties  include  transmitter 
monitoring,  master  control  and  production.  Computer 
experience  a  plus?  Send  resume  to  WHSH-TV,  71 
Parmenter  Road,  Hudson,  MA  01749  or  FAX  to 
(508)  562-1166.  No  phone  calls,  please!  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer. 


MARKETING  ASSISTANT 

Architectural/planning  firm  seeks  motivated,  MAC-proficient  (70  wpm) 
administrative  assistant  for  active  marketing  department  Primary  tasks:  proposal 
and  sales  package  production,  file  and  database  management  Excellent  writing, 
editing  and  proofing  skills  a  must  Occasional  overtime  required.  Prior  experience 
with  architectural  firm  preferred.  Send  or  fax  resume  to: 

Personnel  Administrator 
Wallace,  Floyd,  Associates  Inc. 

286  Congress  Street,  Boston,  MA  02210 
Fax:  617/423-1094 
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HAL  K.  LEVITTS  LAW  OFFICES 
One  Boston  Pises,  Boston 
Boston  Office:(617)227-1792 
Lynn  Offics:(617)S99-9722 


search  spending  has  grown  sub¬ 
stantially  in  recent  years,  from 
$15  million  in  1986  to  $35  mil¬ 
lion  currently. 

Robert  Bland,  president  of 
NEMC  Real  Estate,  Inc.  con¬ 
tends  that  the  hospital  may  not 
actually  need  to  amend  its 
master  plan  to  lease  the  space 
because  scientific  research  and 
teaching  are  allowed  institution¬ 
al  uses  under  the  city  zoning 
code.  The  area  in  which  the 
building  is  located  is  zoned  for 
commercial  use. 

However,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Neighborhood  Council,  Bland 
said  that  NEMC  is  seeking  an 
amendment  "because  75 
Kneeland  Street  is  outside  of  our 
geographic  master  plan  boun¬ 
daries."  He  also  contends  that 
the  amendment  is  not  "a  request 
to  extend  the  master  plan  boun¬ 
daries." 

Hospital  officials  also  say  they 
have  no  intention  of  seeking  to 
buy  the  75  Kneeland  St.  building, 
according  to  Council  co- 
moderator  William  Moy.  The 
hospital’s  master  plan  sets  limits 
on  where  the  hospital  can  ex¬ 
pand  in  Chinatown. 

Some  members  of  the  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Council,  however, 
seemed  disturbed  by  the  manner 
in  which  NEMC  officials  at¬ 
tempted  to  push  the  Council  to 

vote  on  the  matter  at  its  April  20 
meeting.  Members  said  they  did 
not  have  the  chance  to  study  the 
proposal. 

NEMC  has  twice  received  ap¬ 
proval  to  amend  its  master  plan 
since  it  was  approved  by  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Redevelopment  Authority 
(BRA)  in  1990  -  once  to  renovate 
the  seventh  and  eighth  floors  of 
the  Pratt  Building  and  a  second 
time  for  a  change  in  its  1-C 
project  plans. 

Bland  said  some  research 
facilities  had  originally  been  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  1-C  project  plan. 
The  master  plan,  however,  was 
amended  to  remove  research 
space  from  1-C  and  relocate  it 
outside  the  project. 

Hospital  officials  suggested 
that  they  would  be  working  with 
the  BRA  to  try  to  find  a  per¬ 
manent  site  for  its  research 
facilities  in  the  Hinge  Block  and 
emphasized  that  leasing  the 
Kneeland  Street  space  was  only  a 
temporary  measure,  though  it 
declined  to  say  how  long  the 
space  would  be  leased.  The  offi¬ 
cials  also  suggested  that  part  of 
its  long-term  plan  is  to  create 
research  facilities  on  the  current 
site  of  its  Farnsworth  inpatient 
building. 
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EDUCATION 


Southeast  Asian  Students  "At  Risk" 


By  Elizabeth  Lee 

♦Asian  American  high  school 
students  are  becoming  an  "at 
risk"  group  despite  the  many  suc¬ 
cess  stories  of  straight-A  stu¬ 
dents. 

♦The  "model  minority"  myth 
has  created  a  false  reality  which 
neglects  to  tell  the  whole  picture. 

♦Asian  American  students 
must  deal  with  the  normal  pres¬ 
sures  of  high  school,  such  as 
academic  pressure,  peer  pres¬ 
sure,  and  family  pressure. 

♦An  increasing  number  of 
Vietnamese  and  Cambodian  stu¬ 
dents  are  falling  behind.  They 
face  growing  academic  and  social 
problems  which  are  linked 
directly  to  their  past  struggles 
and  historical  and  cultural  back¬ 


grounds. 

These  are  some  of  the  issues 
concerning  Asian  students  that 
were  analyzed  at  a  recent  panel 
discussion  by  teachers, 
educators,  and  students  at  the 
Harvard  Graduate  School  of 
Education.  The  discussion, 
titled  "Asian  American  Students 
in  Public  Schools:  A  Panel  Dis¬ 
cussion  for  Educators,"  was  one 
of  many  activities  held  at  the 
university  during  Asian 
American  Heritage  Week. 

Many  academic  problems 
stem  from  emotional  needs,  and 
students  sometimes  experience 
identity  conflicts,  according  to 
Kim  Lan  Tran,  a  Vietnamese 
bilingual  teacher  and  a  licensed 


school  psychologist. 

In  a  questionnaire  conducted 
among  Tran’s  students,  many  felt 
that  good  grades  will  insure 
financial  stability.  Moreover, 
students  do  not  want  to  embar¬ 
rass  their  parents,  fearing  that 
failure  will  bring  shame  to 
parents  and  family.  This  tremen- 
dous  pressure  to  succeed 
academically  is  first  imposed  by 
parents,  then  internalized  by  stu¬ 
dents. 

"They  don’t  want  to  lose  face," 
explained  Tran.  As  a  result,  the 
dropout  rates  and  suicide  rates 

for  Vietnamese  and  Cambodians 
are  increasing. 

Because  of  these  pressures, 
students  try  harder  to  succeed, 
said  Tran.  But  the  barriers  are 
difficult  to  overcome. 

"In  my  experience,  we  were 
isolated  within  the  schools,"  con¬ 
tinued  Tran.  At  first,  many  stu- 


dents  and  administrators 
mistook  her  for  being  Chinese. 
Whether  Vietnamese  students 
are  mistaken  for  another  Asian 
group  or  just  labeled  "Asian," 
this  mistake  contributes  to  an 
identity  crisis. 

"Ignorance  of  [Asian]  culture" 
is  the  most  important  factor 
creating  these  barriers,  said 
Tran. 

Another  obstacle  is  the  lack  of 
learning  skills.  Both  the  Viet¬ 
namese  and  Cambodian  students 
have  a  four  to  five  year  gap  in 
their  education.  In  Cambodia, 
the  communists  shut  down 
schools  in  1975,  and  this  gap 
makes  it  difficult  for  students  to 
"catch  up,"  according  to  Bouy  Te, 
Project  Director  for  the  Asian 
Family-School  Partnership 
Project. 

Similarly,  the  Vietnam  War 
disrupted  education,  because 


parents  did  not  allow  their 
children  to  attend  school,  fearing 
the  communists  would  brain¬ 
wash  their  children,  said  Te. 

"When  they  came  here,"  said 
Tran,  "they  were  put  into  class¬ 
rooms  according  to  their  age,  not 
their  level.  Kids  had  no  learning 
skills." 

Ignorance  of  historical  and 
cultural  backgrounds  seems  to 
exacerbate  the  problems.  For 
example,  students  are  usually  not 
consulted  when  they  are  put  into 
special  education  classrooms  or 
English  as  a  Second  Language 
programs  (ESL),  said  Tran. 
They  are  not  given  appropriate 
tests.  Instead,  students  are  given 
regular  tests  which  are  not 
designed  to  assess  learning  levels 
of  students  with  limited  English 
skills. 

When  students  are  put  into 
these  special  classes,  the  pres¬ 
sures  to  excel  become  even 
greater,  because  parents  feel 
shame  and  embarrassment,  ex¬ 
plained  Te. 

The  relationship  between 
parents  and  children  play  a  criti¬ 
cal  role  in  the  problems  students 
face,  said  Te. 

"Parents  feel  they  are  losing 
power  and  control  over  their 
children,"  said  Tran.  An  increas¬ 
ing  alienation  between  parents 
and  children  develops  as 
children  learn  English  and  begin 
taking  the  leading  role  in  the 
family,  added  Tran. 

Parents’  lack  of  English  skills 
have  also  alienated  them  from 
the  school  support  system,  and 
few  parents  are  involved  in 
school  activities. 

"Parents  are  scared,  and  they 
don’t  want  to  look  stupid,"  ex¬ 
plained  Te,  adding  that  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  school  board  meetings 
are  difficult  to  understand. 

Another  obstacle  for  parents 
is  not  being  able  to  read  English, 
Te  pointed  out.  Often,  parents 
are  uninformed  of  activities  or 
meetings,  and  feel  helpless  be¬ 
cause  they  cannot  help  their 
children  with  their  homework. 

Statistically,  many  Viet¬ 
namese  and  Cambodian  families 
live  on  welfare.  Poverty  be¬ 
comes  a  serious  problem,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Tran,  because  parents 
do  not  know  enough  English  to 
help  their  children  in  school  or 
to  become  actively  involved  in 
their  education. 

Solutions  to  these  problems 
for  Vietnamese  and  Cambodian 
students  begin  with  more  train¬ 
ing  and  recruitment  for  bilingual 
and  ESL  teachers,  said  Tran. 
Due  to  a  lack  of  support  services 
in  schools,  students  are  under- 
served  and  their  learning 
deficiencies  are  virtually  ig¬ 
nored,  she  continued. 

The  inability  of  students  to 
"catch  up"  to  peers  is  shown  by 
the  high  dropout  rate  and  the 
decreasing  numbers  enrolling  in 
college.  Basically,  students  do 
not  have  enough  English  to  go 
on  to  college,  explained  Tran. 

Most  importantly,  educators 
need  to  recognize  the  Viet¬ 
namese  and  Cambodian  students 
as  students  with  a  different  his¬ 
tory  and  culture.  To  ignore  the 

social  and  cultural  factors  that 
contribute  to  their  needs  is  to 
ignore  this  group  of  "at  risk"  stu¬ 
dents. 


BOSTON  BALLET  WARDROBE  DEPT. 

seeks  experienced  individuals  for  the  following  lull  time  and  freelance  positions: 
Drapers,  First  hands.  Stitchers,  and  Milliner/dyer.  Competitive  salaries,  medical 
benefits.  Send  resume  with  listed  references  to:  Amy  Persky  Gross,  BOSTON 
BALLET,  19  CLARENDON  STREET,  BOSTON,  MA  02116. 


1 


AMHERST  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS,  MA 


Invitation  to  apply  for  Projected 
Vacancies  for  1993-94  school  year 


Elementary  and  secondary  classrooms 
K-12  Special  Education 
Secondary  ESL 

Both  permanent  and  temporary  positions 


We  are  a  3300  pupil  school  district  committed  to  multicultural  education.  We  truly  invite 
candidates  of  color  to  apply-  Amherst  is  a  culturally  diverse  community  located  in  Western 
Massachusettes  which  also  serves  as  the  home  of  Amherst  College,  Hampshire  College  and  the 
University  of  Massachusettes.  Cultural,  educational  &  recreational  opportunities  are  abundant. 


Send  Resume  &  copy  of  credential  to: 

S uperin tendent's  Office 

AMHERST  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

170  Chestnut  Street,  Amherst,  MA  01002 


Andpial 
Opportunity 
EmpbyervHth 
Ongoing 
Affirmative  Action 
Efforts 


ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR 

Human  services  agency  providing  ESL,  childcare,  recreation 
and  youth  services  in  Boston's  Chinatown  is  seeking  an 
Assistant  Director  for  programming.  Responsibilities  include: 
Supervision,  program  planning  and  development,  grantwriting, 
fundraising,  budgeting,  community  networking,  advocacy  and 
other  duties.  Qualifications:  minimum  of  BA,  previous  human 
services  experience  with  a  minimum  of  two  years  in 
managerial/supervisory  capacity,  demonstrated  grantwriting 
skills,  bilingual  skills  (English/Chinese)  is  highly  desirable. 
Boston  residency  is  required.  Salary:  $30K/year,  plus  benefits. 
Please  send  cover  letter  and  resume  by  May  3 1  to:  QSCC-PA, 
885  Washington  St,  Boston  MA  02111.  QSCC  is  an  EEO 
employer. 


ASSOCIATE  COMMISSIONER 
ADMINISTRATTVE/PROGRAM  SUPPORT 
MASSACHUSETTS  DEPARTMENT  OF 
EDUCATION 

Provide  leadership  and  exercise  control  and  responsibility  over 
all  fiscal,  budget,  personnel,  operational  and  specific  program 
related  activities  of  the  Department;  provide  supervision  and 
direction  for  the  fiscal  and  operational  management  of  the  agency 
and  the  state  and  federal  grants  process.  Provide  leadership, 
support  and  direction  for  Certification  and  Credentialling, 
Nutrition,  School  Governance  and  Special  Education  appeals  and 
to  the  Human  Resources  Service  Unit. 

Applicants  must  have  six  years  supervisory  or  managerial 
experience  of  which  four  years  must  have  been  managerial. 
Demonstrated  skills  in  the  use  of  management  information 
systems  and  technology  to  promote  operational  efficiency  and  in 
organizational  development;  knowledge  of  current  human 
resource  practices  and  budget/fiscal  procedures.  Salary  $54,557  - 
$69,015. 

Application  Deadline:  May  14, 1993 

For  complete  job  description  and  application  call  (617)  770-7335. 

An  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer. 


■  Publications  Coordinator  ■ 

The  Publications  Coordinator  has  considerable  responsibility  for  the  preparation 
and  distribution  of  Continuing  Education  publications  and  marketing  materials, 
including  writing  and  editing  copy,  monitoring  mechanical  production  and 
printing,  coordinating  and  maintaining  mailing  lists  and  distribution  of  materi¬ 
als.  Clear  and  effective  writing  skills;  thorough  understanding  of  the  styles  and 
conventions  of  formal  English;  knowledge  of  different  writing  styles  and  orien¬ 
tations  according  to  purpose  and  audience;  ability  to  synthesize  information 
obtained  from  oral  and  written  sources  to  create  clear,  concise,  and  persuasive 
copy;  are  required.  Excellent  copyediting  and  proofreading  skills;  perfect 
spelling,  grammar,  punctuation  and  usage  required.  Excellent  interpersonal 
skills,  in  particular  the  ability  to  justify  complex  editorial  decisions  both  tactful¬ 
ly  and  effectively;  the  ability  to  recognize  and  respect  the  concerns  of  others; 
and  the  ability  to  choose  wisely  between  persistence  and  compromise. 
Demonstrated  knowledge  of  design  and  print  production  and  related  art  prepara¬ 
tion  requirements.  Demonstrated  mastery  of  either  DOS  or  Macintosh  operating 
systems  and  at  least  one  computer  word  processing  program.  A  familiarity  with 
Macintosh  WordPerfect  very  desirable.  Familiarity  with  Macintosh  PageMaker 
preferred.  Salary  to  $30,000,  depending  on  experience  and  qualifications. 

Send  cover  letter  stating  qualifications,  resume,  and  the  name,  title,  address,  and 
telephone  number  of  two  references  who  are  able  to  speak  about  your  profes¬ 
sional  abilities,  by  May  14,  1993,  to  Search  Committee,  Publications 
Coordinator,  Division  of  Continuing  Education,  UMass/Boston,  100 
Morrissey  Blvd.,  Boston,  MA  02125-3393.  An  Affirmative  Action,  Equal 
Opportunity,  Title  IX  employer. 

University  of  Massachusetts 
Boston 


QUINCY  SCHOOL  COMMUNITY  COUNCIL 

Annual  Meeting  and  Elections 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Quincy  School  Community 
Council  will  be  holding  its  annual  meeting  and  elections  on 
Thursday,  June  3,  1993.  the  meeting  will  start  at  6:30  PM 
in  the  Quincy  Community  School  cafeteria.  Community 
individuals  interested  in  serving  on  the  Board  of  Directors  or 
learning  more  about  the  agency  are  encouraged  to  attend.  For 
more  information  or  Board  nomination  papers,  please  call 
David  Moy  at  635-5129. 


ASSOCIATE  COMMISSIONER 
EVALUATION,  PLANNING  &  RESEARCH 
SERVICES 

MASSACHUSETTS  DEPARTMENT  OF 
EDUCATION 

Provide  leadership  in  the  coordination  of  evaluation,  planning, 
and  research  activities  for  programs  and  services  in  the 
Department,  provide  leadership  with  a  focus  on  providing 
schools,  constituent  groups,  and  communities  information  on 
evaluation  results  and  school  profiles,  and  in  the  development  of 
statewide  accountability  standards  for  schools,  students,  and  the 
preparation  of  educational  personnel. 

Applicants  must  have  six  years  of  supervisory  or  managerial 
experience,  of  which  3  years  must  have  been  managerial. 
Demonstrated  skills  in  the  use  of  management  information 
systems  to  promote  accountability.  Strong  understanding  of  and 
experience  in  research  and  evaluation.  Salary  $50,190  -  $63,273. 

Application  Deadline:  May  14, 1993. 

For  complete  job  description  and  application,  call  (617)  770-7335. 

An  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action 
Employer. 


Sampan 


ASIAN  ARTS 


A  Parent’s  Role  in  a  Young  Musician’s  Life 


By  John  B.  Chao 

Today,  more  and  more  Asian 
parents,  whether  well  intended 
or  not,  are  eager  to  send  their 
children  to  study  music  or  dance 
-  perhaps  piano,  violin,  cello, 
voice,  or  ballet.  Some  parents  are 
doing  this  simply  because  they 
want  their  children  to  have  some 
level  of  exposure  to  the  arts, 
while  others  may  feel  that  their 
children  have  undeniable  musi¬ 
cal  talents  and  envision  them  one 
day  becoming  performing  artists. 
At  the  same  time,  if  the  young 
musicians  fail  to  achieve  the  kind 
of  artistic  recognition  an¬ 
ticipated,  the  parents  are 
reduced  to  despair,  believing 
that  their  sons  or  daughters 
hadn’t  tried  their  best,  or  else 
concluding  that  their  children 
don’t  possess  the  "raw  material" 
required  to  excel  as  performing 
artists.  It  may  turn  out,  however, 
that  it’s  the  parents  who  are  at 
least  partly  to  blame  for  their 
failure  to  do  the  kind  of  work 
essential  to  their  children’s  suc¬ 
cess.  This  is  not  to  say  that  they 
are  negligent  parents.  They  may 
be  loving,  caring  and  under¬ 
standing,  but  still  fail  to  provide 
adequate  guidance  for  potential¬ 
ly  gifted  musicians.  While  it’s 
true  that  artistic  ability  is  an  in¬ 
nate  gift,  such  talent  shouldn’t  be 
taken  for  granted:  it  needs  to  be 
cultivated  with  great  effort.  It 
may,  in  fact,  be  more  appropriate 
to  say  that  artists  are  made,  not 
born. 

Although  classical  music  has 
long  been  appreciated  by  Asians 
and  is  now  very  much  a  part  of 
their  cultural  milieu  in  Asia  and 
abroad,  it’s  also  clear  that,  except 
for  the  well-educated  and  a  very 
small  circle  of  music  lovers, 
music  is  generally  not  fully  un¬ 
derstood  as  a  serious  form  of  art 
within  the  Asian  world.  Surely 
the  level  of  musical  appreciation 
amongst  Asians  is  higher  today 
than  it  was  years  ago.  But  as 
recently  as  30  years  ago  -  when  I 
was  a  child  growing  up  in  Hong 
Kong  -  most  Chinese  parents 
sent  their  sons  and  daughters  to 
take  piano  and  violin  lessons,  not 
for  the  sake  of  exposing  their 
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Pianist  Fou  Ts’ong  in  Poland  in 
1954. _ _ 

children  to  art,  but  rather  be¬ 
cause  it  was  a  sign  of  social  pres¬ 
tige,  as  was  the  ability  to  speak 
English. 

Music  is  a  serious  form  of  art 
and  should  be  treated  as  such.  If 
you  feel  that  a  musically  talented 
child  is  in  your  family,  and  if  you 
wish  to  see  to  it  that  your  child’s 
talent  is  fully  challenged,  then 
you  as  parents  need  to  play  a  cru¬ 
cial  role  in  the  development  of 
this  potentially  gifted  musician. 
This  is  especially  important  for 
performing  artists,  who  need  to 
begin  disciplined  training  at  an 
early  age.  And  although  one  may 
be  bom  with  a  certain  degree  of 
talent,  self-discipline  is  a  trait 
that,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
hardly  comes  as  a  gift. 

Several  years  ago  I  by  chance 
met  a  13-year-old  Chinese 
pianist  who  had  won  a  scholar¬ 
ship  to  study  in  the  pre-college 
division  of  the  Manhattan 
School  of  Music  in  New  York.  I 
also  served  as  interpreter  for  her 
piano  lessons  during  her  first 
year  of  study.  I  was  later  to  learn 
from  her  mother,  Mrs.  Hsia,  that 
my  young  friend,  Xiao-yin,  had 
already  won  the  top  prize  in 
China’s  most  prestigious  piano 


competition  for  young  people 
the  year  prior  to  their  arrival  in 
America.  The  mother  and 
daughter  were  being  supported 
by  Mr.  Hsia,  who  had  a  job  in 
Australia.  Though  neither 
parent  was  a  musician,  they 
nevertheless  recognized  their 
daughter’s  musical  potential  and 
were  very  supportive  of  her 
musical  aspirations.  Though 
their  financial  circumstances 
were  by  no  means  comfortable,  it 
made  no  difference  to  them;  they 
were  willing  to  do  everything 
they  could  to  provide  Xiao-yin 
with  the  best  musical  education 
possible.  I  still  remember  how 
Mrs.  Hsia  and  I  searched  New 
York  City  on  a  steamy  late  sum¬ 
mer  day  for  the  right  instrument 
for  her  daughter.  The  Steinway 
grand  would  have  been  ideal  for 
Xiao-yin,  who  already  possessed 
a  masterly  technique  equal  to 
that  of  any  promising  young  art¬ 
ist.  But  it  was  beyond  their 
means;  even  the  prices  on  the 
uprights  sent  us  scouting  for 

other  prospects.  After  much 
looking  and  bargaining,  and 
after  arranging  for  Xiao-yin  to 
try  them  out  (she  visited  the 
shops  at  the  end  of  the  school 
day)  they  finally  settled  on  a 
Yamaha  console. 

Besides  overseeing  Xiao-yin’s 
daily  practice,  which  normally 
lasted  three  to  four  hours,  Mrs. 
Hsia  also  regularly  came  with 
Xiao-yin  to  her  piano  lessons. 
She  always  came  prepared.  As  I 
interpreted,  she  would  take 
meticulous  notes  from  the 
teacher  and,  from  time  to  time, 
ask  intelligent  and  pertinent 
questions.  Mrs.  Hsia  would  also 
try  to  understand  the  music  that 
Xiao-yin  was  studying.  I  don’t 
recall  if  she  ever  told  me  that  she 
herself  had  taken  up  music  at 
some  point  in  her  life,  but  my 
impression  was  that  she  must 
have  at  least  done  some  serious 
reading  on  the  subject  for  the 
sake  of  her  daughter. 

As  the  parents  of  a  musically 
gifted  child,  you  may  often  be 
confronted  with  a  dilemma.  As 
much  as  you  want  your  child  to 


achieve  the  highest  level  of  artis¬ 
tic  recognition,  you  must  also 
keep  in  mind  the  practical  side  of 
life  and  recognize  that  not  all 
musicians  can  make  a  career  out 
of  their  art.  What  then?  Though 
it’s  important  to  encourage  your 
child  to  set  high  goals,  you  must 
also  be  preparing  him  from  an 
early  age  to  accept  -  at  least 
psychologically  -  alternative 
means  to  earn  a  living.  Even  if 
you  really  think  that  your  child  is 
exceptionally  gifted,  the  fact 
remains  that,  given  the  best  ex¬ 
ternal  circumstances,  only  a  frac¬ 
tion  of  the  so-called  wunderkind 
will  thrive  in  the  musical  world 
with  few  struggles;  the  rest  will 
have  to  strive  very  hard  even  to 
be  recognized. 

This  past  January  the  eminent 
Chinese  pianist  Fou  Ts’ong  held 
a  recital  at  the  New  England 
Conservatory  of  Music.  After 
winning  the  third  prize  and  an 
honorable  mention  for  his  play¬ 
ing  of  the  Mazurka  at  the  Inter- 
national  Chopin  Piano 
Competition  in  1955,  Mr.  Fou 
went  on  to  establish  himself  as  a 
distinguished  concert  artist.  Al¬ 
though  he  performs  regularly 
throughout  Europe,  Asia  and 
other  parts  of  the  world,  for 
some  reason  or  other  Mr.  Fou, 
who  makes  his  home  in  England, 
does  not  frequent  the  American 
stage.  He  is,  as  a  result,  virtually 
unknown  to  American  audien¬ 
ces.  But  in  the  eyes  of  overseas 
Chinese  music  lovers,  he  has 
been  known  for  decades  as  the 
"poet  of  the  piano." 

Fou  Ts’ong  -  the  artist  and  the 
man  -  truly  deserves  our  con¬ 
sideration  here.  Though  un¬ 
deniably  a  child  prodigy,  he 
could  not  have  become  the  artist 
he  is  today  without  the  proper 
support  and  guidance  he 
received  from  his  father,  Fou 
Lei.  A  prominent  French 
scholar,  writer,  art  instructor  and 
translator  of  Balzac  and  Romain 
Rolland,  Fou  Lei  and  his  wife 
committed  suicide  during  the 
murderous  upheavals  of  the 
Great  Cultural  Revolution 
which  swept  China  in  the  1960s. 


FULL-CHARGE  BOOKKEEPER  & 
ASSISTANT  BOOKKEEPER 

Residential  Property  Management  Company  seeking  persons 
for  full  and  part  time  positions.  Minimum  2  years  experience 
with  accounts  payable/receivable  and  automated  general  ledger 
system.  HUD  experience  helpful.  Mail  resumes  to: 
Georgetowne  Houses.  400A  Georgetowne  Drive, 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer. 


Town  of  Brookline 
Assistant  Registrar 

The  Office  of  the  Town  Clerk  is  seeking  an  energetic, 
outgoing  and  personable  clerk/typist  to  handle  a 
variety  of  voter  registration  and  secretarial  duties. 
The  successful  candidate  will  have  a  strong  familiarity 
with  word  processing  and  spreadsheet  systems.  Must 
have  excellent  communication  skills  and  be  able  to 
relate  well  with  people.  The  position  has  a  37  1/2 
hour  work  week  with  benefits  package.  Interested 
candidate  should  send  resume  with  cover  letter  May 
14,  1993  to:  Gerard  J.  Hayes,  Personnel  Director,  333 
Washington  Street.  Brookline.  MA  02146. 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Town  of  Brookline 
Building  Inspector 

The  Town  of  Brookline  Building  Department  is  seeking  a  person 
to  perform  the  duties  of  Building  Inspector.  The  duties  include 
the  enforcement  of  all  provisions  of  the  State  Building  Code,  the 
applicable  State  Statutes,  Rules  and  Regulations,  The  Town  of 
Brookline  By-Law  and  Town  of  Brookline  zoning  By-Laws.  The 
successful  applicant  will  have  at  least  five  (5)  years  experience  in 
the  supervision  of  building  construction  or  design,  or  in  the 
alternative  a  four  year  undergraduate  degree  in  a  field  related  to 
building  construction  or  design.  In  addition,  such  person  shall 
have  general  knowledge  of  the  accepted  requirements  for 
building  construction,  fire  prevention,  light,  ventilation,  safe 
egress  and  the  requirements  of  Section  Thirteen  A  of  Chapter 
Twenty  Two  and  the  rules  and  regulations  promulgated  pursuant 
thereto  pertaining  to  accessible  design  standards;  and  a  general 
knowledge  of  other  equipment  and  materials  essential  for  the 
safety,  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  building  occupants.  A 
valid  Massachusetts  drivers  license  is  required  and  will  be 
required  to  perform  other  duties  that  may  be  assigned  by  the 
Building  Commissioner.  This  position  is  subject  to  certification 
by  the  State  Board  of  Building  Regulations.  Salary  commensurate 
with  qualifications  ranging  from  S615.60  to  $776.55,  plus 
generous  benefits.  Send  letter  of  application  and  resume  to  mr. 
Gerard  Hayes,  Personnel  Director,  333  Washington  Street, 
Brookline,  MA  02146,  Attention:  Building  Inspector,  by  May  18, 
1993. 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Aside  from  his  voluminous 
translations  and  other  writings, 
Fou  also  left  behind  hundreds  of 
personal  letters  that  he  had  writ¬ 
ten  to  Fou  Ts’ong  whenever  the 
latter  was  living  away  from 
home.  These  correspondences 
were  later  published  in  a  volume 
titled  "Fou  Lei  Jia  Shu"  (The 
Family  Letters  of  Fou  Lei).  In 
their  totality,  these  letters  richly 
reveal  -  to  an  unusual  degree  -  a 
parent’s  love  and  caring  for  a  son 
on  the  difficult  path  of  becoming 
an  artist  and  a  man.  Equally  im¬ 
portant,  they  illuminate  how 
diligently  the  father  had  labored 
to  provide  his  son  with  much- 
needed  moral  support  and 
guidance.  This  guidance  encom¬ 
passed  everything  from  the 
trivialities  of  social  etiquette  to 
the  whole  spectrum  of  world  cul¬ 
ture,  including  literature  and 
painting,  and  Eastern  and 
Western  philosophy.  Also  of¬ 
fered  were  personal  comments 
on  the  pianist’s  musical  record¬ 
ings,  concert  planning,  artistic 
progress,  and  the  like.  Amidst 
what  must  have  been  an  extreme¬ 
ly  hectic  schedule,  Fou  Lei 
painstakingly  copied  various 
French  musical  writings  he  had 
earlier  translated  into  Chinese  to 
further  the  young  pianist’s  musi¬ 
cal  understanding.  With  regard 
to  virtue,  at  one  point  the  father 
reminded  his  son  that  he  should 
not  measure  success  in  terms  of 
fame  or  material  rewards  but 
must  first  strive  to  become  a 
"human  being,"  then  an  artist, 
and  finally  a  pianist.  A  noble 
principle  indeed.  Through  these 
and  other  writings,  we  are  given 
the  chance  to  witness  the 
remarkable  transformation  of 
the  pianist  under  the  influence  of 
the  beliefs  and  values  that  under¬ 
lie  his  father’s  writings  from  ear¬ 
lier  decades. 

Very  few  musicians,  however, 
will  be  as  fortunate  as  Fou 
Ts’ong  was  to  receive  such 
profound  and  insightful 
guidance  directly  from  a  parent. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  ar¬ 
tistic  and  technical  guidance  is 
largely  in  the  hands  of  the 
teacher,  while  the  emotional  and 
moral  support  that  matters  most 
to  a  child  has  its  source  in  the 
parents.  Whatever  the  case  may 
be,  it  follows  that  as  a  parent  you 
should  always  look  clearly  at 
your  motives  for  wanting  to  en¬ 
courage  or  discourage  your  child 
in  the  pursuit  of  a  life  in  the  arts. 
My  belief  is  that  it  is  always  our 
heart  that  distinguishes  the  good 
from  the  bad,  and  that  same 
heart  that  determines  both  the 
quality  of  our  lives  in  general  and  j 
of  our  inner  peace  in  particular. 
And  inner  peace  is,  as  I  see  it,  a  | 
spiritual  refinement  that  comes 
not  from  without,  but  from 
within. 

(Xiao-yin  and  her  mother  are 
real  characters,  but  their  names 
have  been  changed.  Though  I 
believe  they  would  have  approved 
the  use  of  their  real  names  in  this 
story,  I  have  decided  against  using 
them  because  I  have  not  seen  them 
in  some  time  and  was  unable  to  get 
their  permission.  -JC. ) 


Please  note:  Calendar  items 
are  accepted  up  to  Friday,  May 
14,  1993  for  the  May  21,  1993 
edition. 
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BUSINESS 


Asian  Bank  Seeks  Community  Investment 


The  organizers  of  the  city’s 
first  Asian  American  bank  are 
confident  they  will  soon  raise  the 
additional  $700,000  in  start-up 
funds  needed  to  open  the  bank  in 
July.  The  organizers  are  also  call¬ 
ing  on  members  of  the  Chinese 
community  to  invest  in  the  bank 
during  this  final  phase  of  the 
bank’s  capital  campaign. 

Vivian  Wenhuay  Chen,  the 
bank’s  principal  organizer,  said 
the  organizers  are  encouraging 
members  of  the  community  to 
invest  in  the  bank.  She  added 


that  the  organizers  wanted  to 
reserve  the  last  phase  of  the  capi¬ 
tal  drive  for  Asian  community  in¬ 
vestors.  ' 

In  December,  the  state’s 
Board  of  Bank  Incorporation  is¬ 
sued  a  Certificate  of  Public  Con¬ 
venience  and  Advantage  for  the 
Asian  American  Bank  and  Trust 
Company.  Though  the  state 
generally  requires  new  banks  to 
raise  a  minimum  of  $8  million  in 
start-up  capital,  it  made  an  ex¬ 
ception  in  the  case  of  the  Asian 
bank  by  requiring  only  $7.5  mil¬ 


lion. 

When  the  certificate  was  is¬ 
sued  last  year  the  bank  had  al¬ 
ready  raised  $4  million  and  had 
commitments  for  about  $2  mil¬ 
lion  more.  Chen  said  the  bank 
now  has  about  $6.8  million  of  the 
required  $7.5  million  in  start-up 
capital. 

Recent  investors  in  the  bank 
include  the  members  of  several 
Chinese  families  from  Brazil.  A 
member  of  one  of  the  families  is 
in  Boston  and  invested  $1  mil¬ 
lion  in  the  bank.  A  second  major 


investor  is  the  F.L.  Putnam  Co., 
a  money  management  firm  in 
Newton  Center,  which  has  in¬ 
vested  $800,000. 

Chen  said  that  individuals  can 
also  invest  in  the  bank.  A  mini¬ 
mum  investment  of  $2,000  will 
be  accepted  from  people  who 
live  or  work  in  Chinatown.  In¬ 
dividual  investors  who  do  not  fall 
into  this  category  must  invest  a 
minimum  of  $10,000  in  the 
bank’s  stock.  The  special 
Chinatown  offer  will  be  available 
only  to  the  first  200  people,  said 


Chen. 

People  wishing  to  purchase 
shares  in  the  bank  should  either 
go  the  bank’s  office  at  17 
Kneeland  Street  in  Chinatown 
between  2  and  5  pm  or  call  the 
bank  at  617-695-2800  for  infor¬ 
mation.  To  purchase  stock,  in¬ 
vestors  must  fill  out  a  bank  form 
and  provide  the.  bank  with  a 
check,  said  Chen. 

Chen  said  the  bank  organizers 
are  in  the  process  of  recruiting 
managers,  some  of  whom  have 
already  been  hired. 


Fung 


continued  from  page  2 


plays  an  equally  important  role  in  their 
development.  If  a  child  has  a  troubled 
family  life,  problems  that  arise  from  it 
must  be  addressed  by  teachers  in  the 
classroom.  "It’s  not  just  academic,"  she 
says  of  a  teacher’s  work.  They  must  also 
"pay  attention  to  emotions."  Students 
often  drop  out  of  school  not  because 
they  can’t  do  the  school  work  but  be¬ 
cause  of  emotional  problems  en¬ 
countered  while  growing  up.  If  students 
can’t  resolve  psychological  problems 
rooted  in  family  conflicts,  "How  can  you 
expect  them  to  do  their  school  work?" 
she  asks. 

"If  [teachers]  could  identify  these 
problems  early  enough  and  provide  sup¬ 
port,"  she  suggests,  they  can  help  stu¬ 
dents  make  "smooth  transitions  into 
adulthood." 

Given  the  importance  of  the  home 
life  in  the  education  of  children, 
"teachers  have  to  reach  out  to  families," 
says  Fung,  whose  first  encounter  with 
the  Boston  Public  School  System  came 
when  her  son  entered  the  system  and  she 
became  involved  in  the  Chinese  Bilin¬ 
gual  Parents  Advisory  Council,  an  or¬ 
ganization  meant  to  help  Chinese 
parents  learn  about  the  school  system. 

In  describing  her  teaching 
philosophy,  Fung  -  who  came  to  Boston 
to  join  other  family  members  as  a 
teenager  -  turns  to  her  own  roots,  which 
included  birth  near  Guangzhou  and  an 
early  life  in  Hong  Kong.  To  help  guide 


her  teaching,  Fung  says  she  tries  to  keep 
in  mind  a  saying  of  Confucius:  "Have 
teaching,  not  classification,"  which 
means  that  "as  a  teacher  you  don’t 
choose  the  kind  of  students"  you  will 
have  but  rather  try  to  teach  each  student 
based  on  their  individual  needs. 

Twentieth  century  Western 
educators  -  such  as  Piaget  -  have  come 
up  with  essentially  the  same  principle, 
she  says.  "You  respect  the  student  as  an 
individual  no  matter  what  background 
they  come  from,"  she  explains.  "I  try  to 
do  this  in  my  classroom." 

"The  way  I  am  now  has  a  lot  to  do  with 
my  own  culture,  my  own  background," 
says  Fung,  who  says  she  wants  to  instill 
in  her  own  children  the  value  of  Chinese 
culture  while  at  the  same  time  giving 
them  the  chance  to  have  their  American 
experience.  "If  I  was  bom  and  raised  in 
America  I  would  not  be  quite  the  same 
as  I  am  now,"  she  says. 

She  finds  it  unsettling  that  American- 
born  Chinese  kids  sometimes  "start 
negating  their  own  identity.  "They  don’t 
want  to  associate  with  Chinese  relatives 
and  friends,"  she  says.  She  tries  to  im¬ 
press  on  her  own  children,  as  well  as  on 
her  students  the  importance  of  not  let¬ 
ting  others  determine  one’s  identity. 
Young  people,  she  says,  should  "not 
choose  an  identity  because  of  how 
people  perceive"  them.  "Strength,"  she 
adds,  "has  to  come  from  within." 

In  her  teaching,  Fung  says  she  tries  to 
incorporate  as  many  subjects  as  possible 
into  the  curriculum  and  to  help  her 
bilingual  students  better  understand 


their  own  backgrounds.  In  teaching  her 

Chinese  students  about  Thanksgiving, 
for  example,  she  explains  to  them  how 
the  Pilgrims  came  from  Europe  and  the 
Indians  were  already  living  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  She  then  may  suggest  that 
the  students  ask  their  own  family  mem¬ 
bers  about  their  native  country  to  help 
them  "feel  confident  about  where  they 
come  from"  as  well. 

Involved  in  the  Chinese  Parents 
Council  since  the  late  1970s,  Fung 
believes  that  Chinese  parents  over  the 
years  have  gained  confidence  in  address¬ 
ing  their  educational  concerns  to  school 
officials.  She  also  believes  that  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Public  School  system  can  provide 
children  with  a  good  education.  "I’m  not 
saying  it’s  perfect.  There’s  always  room 
for  improvement."  But  she  adds,  "I  still 
have  trust  in  the  system.  We  are  not  any 
worse  off  than  any  of  the  big  school 
systems." 

While  Fung’s  decision  to  become  a 
teacher  has  its  roots  in  her  own 
children’s  education,  its  origin  can  also 
be  found  in  her  concern  for  Chinese 
bilingual  students.  Her  first  teaching  ex¬ 
perience  came  as  a  volunteer  ESL 
teacher  in  Chinatown  in  the  1970s.  It 
was  a  time  when  the  issue  of  bilingual 
education  was  under  discussion,  in  part 
because  of  the  Lau  versus  Nicholas  case 
in  which  a  Chinese  immigrant  student 
sued  the  department  of  education  in  San 
Francisco  for  its  failure  to  provide 
education  in  his  own  language.  The  case 
-  a  crucial  one  for  bilingual  education  in 
this  country  -  pointed  out  to  Fung  the 
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DIARY  PRODUCTS? 
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If  you  have  often  experienced  discomfort  after  eat¬ 
ing  cheese  or  milk,  you  may  have  a  condition 
called  lactose  intolerance.  People  of  Asian  descent 
have  an  especially  high  incidence  of  this  condition. 

USDA/Tufts  Nutrition  Research  Center  on  Aging 
in  Boston,  is  currently  conducting  a  14  day  live-in 
study  which  will  examine  whether  a  certain  bac¬ 
teria  commonly  found  in  commercial  yogurt  can 
aid  in  the  digestion  of  dairy  products. 

If  you  do  not  have  a  history  of  ulcers  or  gastroin¬ 
testinal  disease,  you  may  qualify.  Participants 
would  be  required  to  live  at  the  Center  for  14 
days.  While  staying  at  the  Center,  you  will  have 
your  own  private  room,  bath,  color  TV  and 
phone.  All  meals  will  be  provided  by  the  Center. 
All  participants  must  have  health  insurance. 
Request  Study  #630. 


USDA/TUFTS  NUTRITION 
RESEARCH  CENTER 
BOSTON,  MA 
(617)  556-3300 


City  of  Cambridge 
Drinking  Water 
Treatment  Trainee 

Assist  supervisory  staff  in  operation  and  maintenance 
of  Cambridge  water  treatment  plant  to  ensure  the 
continuous  supply  of  drinking  water  of  the  highest 
purity.  Competitive  microbiology,  chemistry,  or 
other  physical  science  preferred. 

Apply  by  May  7  to:  Personnel  (A59),  Cambridge 
City  Hall,  Room  309,  795  Massachusetts  Avenue, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
(Voluntary  information  regarding  gender  &  race  is 
encouraged.) 
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importance  of  providing  bilingual 
education  for  immigrant  students. 

While  she  points  out  that  the  number 
of  Asian  teachers  in  the  school  system 
has  increased  since  she  started  teaching 
in  1981,  she  suggests  that  there  still 
aren’t  many.  Nor,  she  adds,  are  there 
many  Asian  administrators  in  the  sys¬ 
tems. 

Crucial  to  teaching,  says  Fung,  is 
commitment.  "If  you  are  committed,  you 
will  be  an  effective  teacher,"  she  says. 
Teachers  have  many  different  styles  and 
interests,  she  explains,  "but  they  can  all 
be  effective  as  long  as  the  students’ 
teaching  style  is  compatible  with  the 
teacher’s  teaching  style." 

In  many  ways,  Fung’s  attitude  toward 
leaning  is  reflected  in  a  saying  from  a 
Chinese  classic,  she  says.  "Everything  is 
far  below,  only  learning  is  above  all." 

-Robert  O’Malley 

The  next  issue  of  Sampan  will 
be  published  on  May  21,  1993. 
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OPPORTUNITY 

Outstanding  opportunity  with  ma¬ 
jor  corporation  in  financial  ser¬ 
vices  field  expanding  it’s  Boston 
operation.  Starting  included  up  to 
$18,000  training  allowance  plus 
commission,  based  upon 
qualifications.  Excellent  training 
programs  with  opportunity  for 
rapid  advancement  as  direct 
results  of  applied  ability.  Please 
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IN  FOCUS 


Ma  Qingxiong:  An  Artist  Skilled  in  Two  Arts 


Ma  Qingxiong  is  slow  to  reply 
when  asked  which  of  his  chosen 
arts  he  finds  most  appealing.  In 
many  ways,  he  says,  music  and 
painting  share  the  same 
qualities:  both  have  their  origin 
in  the  heart  and  spirit  of  the  art¬ 
ist  and  both  are  an  expression  of 
nature  and  life. 

Ma,  whose  paintings  are  cur¬ 
rently  on  exhibit  at  the  Chinese 
Culture  Institute,  says  he  tends 
to  combine  both  traditional 
Chinese  and  Western  painting 
techniques  in  his  work,  which 
consists  of  landscapes  of  moun¬ 
tains,  rivers,  rocks  and  clouds. 
While  some  of  his  paintings  are 
more  traditional  in  style,  others 
make  use  of  colors  and  effects 
not  commonly  seen  in  Chinese 
paintings.  In  many  of  his  paint¬ 
ings  dabs  of  paint  are  applied  to 
create  the  effect  of  motion.  Many 
of  his  landscapes  are  also  meant 
to  give  the  viewer  the  sense  of 


Ma  Qingxiong  with  one  of  his  paintings  at  the  CCI  Gallery. 


looking  down  on  the  scene  from 
a  high  place,  perhaps  from  the 
seat  of  an  an  airplane,  he  says. 

While  many  of  his  paintings 
represent  Chinese  scenes,  others 


are  of  places  he  visited  in  his 
travels  in  the  United  States,  such 
as  the  Grand  Canyon  and  Maine. 
Ma  came  to  the  United  States 
first  in  1988  and  spent  only  20 


days  here.  He  came  a  second  time 
in  1991  and  is  currently  living  in 
Newton. 

Born  to  a  poor  family  in  a  vil¬ 
lage  in  Guangdong  Province,  Ma 
says  his  father  died  when  he  was 
three  months  old  and  he  was 
brought  up  by  his  mother.  The 
youngest  in  the  family,  he  liked 
to  paint  from  an  early  age,  at¬ 
tempting  first  to  reproduce  the 
small  pictures  of  a  chicken  or  a 
dog  attached  to  yarn  his  mother 
carried  to  the  marketplace  to 
earn  money. 

Ma  says  he  wanted  to  go  to 
Guangzhou  to  take  the  art  col¬ 
lege  exam  but  didn’t  have  the 
money  to  buy  a  bus  ticket.  He 
instead  took  the  regular  college 
entrance  exam  and  attended  the 
Qingdao  Oceanographic 
University,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1968. 

As  a  college  student  he  also 
came  to  realize  that  he  was  a 


LIBRARY  ASSISTANT 


Circulation  and  Computer  lab  Assistant  needed  to  process  reserve  materials  and 
assist  in  the  operation  of  the  computer  lab  and  circulation  of  library  materials. 
Requires:  good  public  service,  organizational  and  communications!  skills;  familiarity 
with  microcomputers;  commitment  to  diversity.  College  degree  and  some  library 
experience  preferred.  Low  $20's.  Send  resume  and  letter  of  application  by  5/1 1/93  to 
Ms.  Wen-Hui  Wu,  Circulation  Librarian,  Wheelock  College,  200  The  Riverway, 
Boston,  MA  0221 5. 


Wheelock 


Wheelock  College  U  An  Equal  Oppcrtunity/Affinnative  Action  Employer, 
and  ia  committed  to  diveraty. 
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endent  for 
struction 

Schools 


Responsible  for  directing  the  system-wide  development  of 
curriculum  and  instruction  to  insure  curriculum  and 
instructional  continuity  from  pre-kindergarten  through 
grade  12.  Qualifications  include  Master’s  degree  in  curricu¬ 
lum,  Instruction  or  school  administration,  an  appropriate 
MA  Certification  and  3  years'  successful  administrative  or 
curriculum  development  experience,  as  well  as  3  years'  suc¬ 
cessful  teaching  experience.  Terms;  12-month  year  with  paid 
vacation:  salary  range:  $66,000-$75,000  plus  benefits. 

Will  consider  alternatives  to  any  of  the  above  qualifications 
that  the  School  Committee  may  find  appropriate  and  accept¬ 
able:  job  description  available  upon  request.  Deadline  is 
May  21,  1993.  Please  send  cover  letter,  resume  and  refer¬ 
ences  to:  Christopher  H.  Martes,  Director  of  Personnel, 
333  Washington  Street,  Brookline,  MA  02146.  An 
Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
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Staff  Assistant 

An  individual  who  thrives  in  an  office  support  role  is  a 
description  of  our  ideal  candidate.  Working  in  the  Office  of 
Development  and  Public  Affairs  at  the  Harvard  Divinity 
School,  the  individual  will  maintain  a  calendar  and  assist 
with  travel  arrangements;  finalize  all  correspondence  and 
reports;  maintain  files;  be  responsible  for  the  Associate 
Dean’s  mail;  and  assist  as  necessary  with  all  support  efforts. 
Excellent  interpersonal  skills  and  an  ability  to  handle  multi¬ 
ple  tasks  are  essential.  The  candidate  will  have  business/sec¬ 
retarial  training  with  a  minimum  of  two  to  three  years'  office 
experience.  Strong  word  processing  skills  combined  with  50 
wpm  typing  is  also  required.  An  interest  in 
development/fundraising  a  plus. 

Please  send  a  cover  letter  and  resume  to  Andrea  Hollis, 
Harvard  Divinity  Schcxil,  45  Francis  Ave.,  Cambridge, 

M  A  02138. 


Harvard  University 

Divinity  School 

Harvard  University  upholds  a  comm itmem  u> 
Affirmative  Action  and  Equal  Opportunity . 


Tellers 


USTrust,  a  leading  commercial  bank,  is  currently  seeking 
fulland  parttime  tellers  foranumberofourBoston  locations. 
The  ideal  candidates  will  have  a  minimum  of  6  months'  cash 
handling  and  customer  service  experience. 

For  further  Information  please  contact  the  Human 
Resources  Department  at  (617)  726-7303.  EEO. 
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One  Boston  Place,  Boston,  MA  02108 
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quite  capable  singer.  Though  he 
had  always  enjoyed  singing  in  his 
youth,  he  never  realized  that  he 
actually  had  talent.  In  Qingdao, 
where  he  received  much  musical 
instruction  from  a  chemistry 
teacher  who  also  had  an  abiding 
interest  in  music,  he  became 
well-known  for  his  singing. 
During  his  college  years,  he  had 
little  opportunity  to  really  paint, 
limiting  his  work  to  stage  designs 
and  posters. 

When  he  graduated  from  col¬ 
lege,  the  Great  Cultural  Revolu¬ 
tion  was  in  full  swing.  Although 
he  was  one  of  four  students 
selected  to  remain  at  the  college 
as  teachers  after  graduation,  this 
opportunity  was  taken  away 
from  for  political  reasons.  Be¬ 
cause  his  older  brother  and  sister 
were  living  in  Hong  Kong,  he  was 
considered  tainted  by  capitalism 
and  was  instead  sent  to  work  and 
live  in  the  Shandong  countryside 
as  a  farmer  for  more  than  a  year. 
After  that,  he  spent  another  year 
working  in  a  factory  in  the  city  of 
Zibo  in  Shandong  province. 

It  was  by  accident  that  he  ac¬ 
tually  became  a  professional  • 
singer,  he  says.  On  his  way  to  visit 
his  mother  in  Guangdong,  he 
stopped  in  Qingdao,  where  the 
Zongzheng  Ensemble  from  Beij¬ 
ing  was  recruiting  performers. 

He  was  accepted  into  the  per¬ 
forming  troupe  -  which  is  under 
the  control  of  the  military  -  and 
moved  to  Beijing.  Ma,  whose 
voice  is  a  baritone,  says  he  was 
interested  in  Western-style 
opera  singing.  Eventually  he  also 
made  two  tapes  of  his  songs,  * 
which  were  played  on  radio  and 
TV. 

Married  in  1971  to  a  doctor, 
Ma  has  a  teenage  son  living  with 
his  wife  in  China.  He  says  it  was 
his  father-in-law  who  introduced 
him  to  well-known  artists  such  as 
Lu  Yanshao  and  Liu  Haisu,  both 
of  whom  eventually  served  as  his 
teachers.  From  Lu,  he  says,  he 
learned  traditional  Chinese 
painting,  which  emphasizes  the 
brush  stroke  and  uses  black  ink 
and  brown  water  color  on  rice 
paper.  And  from  Yarning  and 
other  Nanjing  artists,  he  learned 
how  to  use  color  more  freely.  In 
the  end,  though,  he  incorporated 
techniques  he  learned  from  his 
teachers  to  create  his  own  uni¬ 
que  style. 

In  both  his  music  and  paint¬ 
ing,  Ma  tends  to  mix  various 
styles.  He  says  he  paints  nature 
because  he  loves  mountains, 
rocks  and  rivers,  which  inspire 
powerful  emotions  in  him.  When 
he  climbs  a  mountain,  Ma  says  he 
often  sings  a  song  or  dances 
when  he  reaches  the  top. 

V  -R.O. 

(Ma  Qingxiong' s  paintings  will 
be  on  exhibit  at  the  Chinese  Cul¬ 
ture  Institute,  276  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  through  May  29.  Gallery 
hours  are  Tues.  to  Sat.  9  am-5 
pm.) 
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Anti-Racism  Organization 
Seeks  Nominations:  Community 
Change,  Inc.,  is  seeking  nomina¬ 
tions  for  its  fifth  annual 


American  Nurses  Association  of 
New  England.  The  night’s 
speaker  will  be  Prof.  Gayle  Pen- 
niman  Orczyk  Ph.D.,  M.D.,  of 
the  Boston  University  Medical 


info,  call  Xiaoping  Xie  at  357- 
.4499. _ 

SHORT  NEWS 

TOPPING  OFF 
AT  RUGGLES  CENTER 


English.  Trash  caddies  will  be 
made  available  to  qualified  busi¬ 
nesses. 

Businesses  and  residents  can 
call  ISD  inspector  Robert  Chan 


“  ,  A  .  .  -  Center.  The  public  is  invited.  A  A 1  RUGGLES  CENTER 

Drylongso  Awards  honoring  s upperwill b£served at 5.30pm  The  "topping  off"  of  the  at 617-635-5352, ext.  1539toar- 
people  working  to  stop  racism  in  PPf  L  Reeistrv  of  Motor  Vehicles’  range  for  an  appointment  ahead 


Fee  is  $15  (includes  supper).  For  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles’ 
;i  DU51UI1.  info,  and  to  register  call  617-395-  building  at  Ruggles  Center  in 

Anyone  may  nominate  an  nAO  Roxbury  was  celebrated  last 

month.  It  is  the  first  of  five  build¬ 
ings  planned  for  the  site. 

The  Ruggles  Center  project 
and  One  Lincoln  Street,  a 
proposed  downtown  office  tower 


greater  Boston. 

individual  for  these  awards,  4°85,  or  617-749-8848. 
which  will  be  presented  in  Oc-  Free  Eye  Screening  at  Mass 
tober.  For  more  info,  and  to  ob-  Eye  and  Ear  for  Adults  50  and 
tain  a  copy  of  the  nomination  Olden  May  15, 9  am-12  noon,  in 
form  call  617-523-0555.  the  Cataract  Consult- 

Annual  Gala  Benefit  Concert:  ation/General  Eye  Service  on  ,  _.. 

Young  Audiences  of  Mas-  the  first  floor  of  the  infirmary,  at. the  ®d8e  of  Chinatown,  con- 
sachusetts,  Inc.  will  present  cel-  243  Charles  St.,  Boston.  People  the  city’s  first  Parcel  to 

list  Yo-Yo  Ma  and  pianist  Peter  with  last  names  beginning  with  P^cel  Linkage  Project  a 
Serkin  alone  with  violinist  A-M  8°  between  9  and  10  am;  public/private  initiative 

Pamela  Frank  mIv 22  at m  N-Z’s  after  10  am.  For  info,  call  designed  to  bring  economic 
Pamela  Frank,  May  22  at  8  pm  at  5,7.573.3202  stimulus  to  the  city’s  outlying 

the  Sanders  Theatre  at  Harvard  01 '  D  *  }  3  6 

University.  A  pre-concert  dinner  People’s  Choice  Awards  for 

(at  5:30  pm)  and  a  post-concert  Restaurants:  May  25, 7-10  pm  at 
dessert/champagne  reception  tbe  Silverado  at  the  Roxy,  276 
will  be  held  in  Sanders  Theatre’s  Jremont  St,  Boston.  Tickets  are  h 

Alumni  Hall.  Proceeds  from  the  $10-  Proceeds  go  to  free  meals 

benefit  will  be  used  to  bring  programs  at  the  Church  of  All  wlU  receive  a  S50’000 

educational  performing  arts  to  Nations,  Boston.  Sample  a  wide 

school  children  throughout  variety  of  food  from  35  Boston  computer  systems  rrom  tnt 
Massachusetts.  Tickets  Srange  area  restaurants,  plus  country 

from  $250,  which  includes  music  and  an  restaurant  awards  The  donation  was  at 

priority  seating  and  the  dinner  presentation, 
and  reception,  to  lower-priced  "Foods  of  Vietnam":  Nicole 
tickets  for  $100,  $50  and  $25.  For  Routhier  -  author  of  "The  Foods 
reservations  and  information  of  Vietnam" -cooks  Vietnamese 


neighborhoods  through  private 
investment. 

TAIWAN  DONATION 
Healthy  Boston,  the  city’s  in- 
nunity  b 
receive 

donation  of  11  Taiwan-made 
computer  systems  from  the 
on  Taiwai 
made  at  a 
ceremony  on  Wednesday,  April 
14  at  the  Sheraton  Boston  Hotel. 
RODENT  SURVEY 
The  city’s  Inspectional  Ser- 


range  for  an  appointment ; 
of  time. 

WALL  CONSTRUCTION 
The  Massachusetts  Turnpike 
Authority  will  begin  repairing 
the  wall  that  runs  along  Hudson 
Street  from  Kneeland  Street  to 
Tai  Tung  Village  in  late  June, 
according  to  Turnpike  officials. 

The  daytime  work  will  take 
place  on  Monday  to  Friday  and 
will  require  closing  off  one  lane 
of  street  traffic.  Boston  police 
will  direct  traffic  at  the  site. 

Turnpike  authorities  said  the 
repairs  will  cost  about  $700,000, 
even  though  the  wall  will  even¬ 
tually  be  taken  down  later  in  the 
decade  as  part  of  the  Central 
Artery  Project. 

Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Council  executive  director  Davis 
Woo  questioned  why  so  much 
money  was  being  spent  to  repair 
a  wall  that  would  eventually  be 
taken  down.  Turnpike  officials 
replied  that  it  was  a  safety  issue. 
CHINATOWN  CLEANUP  DAY 
The  Annual  Chinatown 


call  Sanders  Theatre  at  617-496-  red  snapper,  beef  and  pineapple  vlces  Department  will  start  a 
2222.  soup,  Vietnamese  crepes.  May  sPr*n8  rodent  control  survey  Cleanup  will  be  held  June  5  from 

"Developing  Culturally-  15  at2  pm  on  WGBH/Channel  2.  May  3>  Inspectors  will  visit  9  am  to  1  pm.  Volunteers  should 
Relevant  Solutions  to  Domestic  English  Tutors  Needed:  The  residences  and  businesses  as  well  meet  at  the  corner  of  Harrison 
Violence  in  Immigrant  and  Chinese  Progressive  Association  as  public  parks,  alleys  and  catch  ^ve.  an(j  Beach  St.  in 
Refugee  Communities":  May  21,  needs  volunteer  tutors  to  tutor  basi?^  .  .  .  Chinatown.  Everyone  concerned 

9  am-5:30  pm  at  Roxbury  Com-  Chinese  immigrants  in  English  *he  obJect,ve  °f the  survey  is  about  Chinatown  can  volunteer, 
munity  College,  Student  Center,  as  a  second  language.  We  require  to  inform  businesses  of  proper  The  work  win  include  sweeping, 
1234  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston.  3  three-month  commitment,  2-3  sanitation  and  rodent  proofing,  bagging  trash,  and  cleaning 
Fee  is  $10.  For  info,  and  to  hours  a  week.  Teaching  ex-  Nighttime  inspections  will  also  streets  and  sidewalks.  Free  park- 
register  call  227-9727.  perience  is  not  required.  Our  be  made  of  the  placement  of  gar-  jng  will  be  available  at  the  park- 

A  Seminar  on  Menopause:  first  orientation  session  will  be  bage.  Material  will  be  distributed  jng  iot  at  pjne  and  Washington 
May  19  5-8  pm.  The  Holy  Trinity  held  on  Saturday,  May  15.  For  *n  Asian  languages  and  in  streets  from  7  am  to  4  pm.  A  free 

Church  on  Shawmut  Ave.,  next '  ' 

to  South  Cove  Manor  at  120 
Shawmut  Ave.,  Boston, 
presented  by  the  Chinese 


C<4SS 

At  DAKA  International ,  the  parent  company  of  Daka,  Inc.  and 
Fuddruckers  restaurants,  we  hold  a  singularly  versatile  position 
in  the  food  service  industry.  As  a  team  player  at  our  corporate 
headquarters,  so  will  you!  We  signify  stability,  success  as  a  Guest- 
driven  company,  and  growth  on  a  global  scale. 

Foxpro  Programmer/ 
Analyst 

This  high-energy  professional  will  work  closely  with  func¬ 
tional  areas  to  develop,  document  and  proceduralize  PC- 
based  solutions.  Responsibilities  include  developing  multi¬ 
user  Foxpro  applications  while  ensuring  security,  control  and 
reliability.  Enhancing  current  Fox  and  DDapplications,  achiev¬ 
ing  reliable  distributive  processing  and  EDI  objectives,  and 
ensuring  integrated  data  exchange  are  involved.  A  minimum 
of  2  years’  experience  developing  multi-user  Foxpro  applica¬ 
tions  and  a  BSCS  are  required.  Knowledge  of  WANs  and 
strong  analytical  and  communication  skills  also  required. 

VAX/VMS  Systems 
Manager 

The  candidate  selected  will  develop,  document  and  procedur¬ 
alize  VMS  platform,  take  responsibility  for  VAX/VMS  cluster 
management,  Pathworksand  Novell  network  performance  and 
ensure  that  all  systems  requirements  arc  met.  Forecasting  future 
demands  and  supervising  a  small  staff  also  involved.  To  qualify, 
applicants  must  have  a  minimum  of  3  years  of  directly  related 
experience,  strong  DCL,  Pathworks  and  Novell  management 
skills  and  Foxpro  proficiency.  Analytical  and  communication 
skills  as  well  as  a  BSCS  also  required. 

We  welcome  interested  candidates  to  send  resumes  with 
salary  requirements  in  conGdence  to:  Recruiter,  DAKA 
INTERNATIONAL  INC.,  One  Corporate  Place,  55 
Kerncroft  Road,  Danvers,  MAO  1923.  An  equal  opportunity 
employer. 

•3 DAKA 

INTERNATIONAL 


RECEPTIONIST/SECY 

Non-profit  arts  org.  seeks  individual  to  handle 
incoming  calls,  provide  info  to  public,  data-duties. 
Fulltime,  MBTA  access,  competitive  salary/benefits. 
Send  letter  and  resume:  NEFA,  678  Massachusetts 
Ave.,  Suite  800,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 

Affirmatives  Action 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


MERCANTILE  WHARF  APARTMENTS 

Now  accepting  applications  for  one,  two  and  three  bedroom  low  and  moderate 

income  apartments. 

MAXIMUM  INCOME  LIMITS: 

(Gross  Annual  Income) 

ONE  BEDROOM  $24,240.00 

TWO  BEDROOM  $26,400.00 

THREE  BEDROOM  $33,120.00 

Also  available 
$975.00. 

one  &  two  bedroom  market  units  starting  at 

For  an  appointment  call 

617/227-2324  weekdays 

10:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 

Financed  by: 

Massachusetts  Housing  Finance  Agency  |~T1 

Managed  by:  (j.  1 

Sullivan  Properties,  Inc.  L  J 

Jewelry  Contractors 
Wanted 

For  Stringing-Linking  and 
Looping.  Company 
Located  in  Rhode  Island. 
Call:  (401)725-1591. 


lunch  ticket  will  be  provided  to 
all  volunteers  for  a  cook-out  at 
noon  in  the  parking  lot.  For 
more  information  contact  Davis 
Woo  at  the  Chinatown  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Council  (426-8858).  It 
should  be  noted  that  parking  is 
not  allowed  in  the  core  area  of 
Chinatown  from  8  am  to  1  pm  on 
Saturday.  Towing  is  enforced. 

LEGAL  CONSORTIUM 

The  National  Asian  Pacific 
American  Legal  Consortium, 
the  first  community-based  na¬ 
tional  legal  organization 
designed  to  serve  the  needs  of 
the  nation’s  7.5  million  Asian 
Pacific  Americans,  will  formally 
open  its  new  Washington,  D.C. 
headquarters  with  a  May  13th 
Gala  Reception  on  Capitol  Hill 
during  Asian  Pacific  Heritage 
Month. 

The  Consortium  is  a  not-for- 
profit,  non-partisan  organiza¬ 
tion  whose  mission  is  to  advance 
the  legal  and  civil  rights  of  Asian 
Pacific  Americans  through  a  col¬ 
laborative  structure  that  pursues 
litigation,  advocacy,  and  public 
policy  development. 

The  Consortium’s  initial 
focus  will  be  on  voting  rights  and 
Anti-Asian  Violence,  but  future 
legal  and  legislative  advocacy  is 
being  explored  in  Immigration, 
Language  Rights,  Census 
reform,  and  other  issue  areas. 

For  more  information  about 
the  Consortium  or  the  May  13th 
event,  contact  Joe  Lucero  or  Phil 
Tajitsu  at  the  Consortium,  1629 
K  Street,  NW,  suite  1010, 
Washington,  D.C.  20006;  202- 
296-2300;  202-296-2318  (fax). 

BOOK  DRIVE  FOR 

ASIAN  INMATES 

Boston  Asian  YES  is  con¬ 
ducting  a  Book  Drive  to  collect 
Asian  language  books  for  Asian 
inmates  at  MCI-Norfolk.  There 
are  about  40  inmates  at  this 
prison  and  they  would  ap¬ 
preciate  books  and  magazines  in 
different  Asian  languages 
(primarily  Chinese,  Khmer, 
Laotian,  Thai  and  Vietnamese). 

Please  bring  your  donations 
to  Boston  Asian  YES,  199  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  Mon.-Fri.,  9  am-5:30 
pm. 

Call  Jane  Leung  at  482-4243  if 
you  have  any  questions. 

DIALOGUE  ABOUT 

PUBLIC  EDUCATION 

"Dreams  and  Diplomas": 

A  television  series  on  Boston 
public  education  will  be  aired  on 
BNN-TV,  Cable  TV,  Channels  3 
&  8,  on  four  consecutive  Mon¬ 
days  -  May  3, 10, 17,  and  24.  Lis¬ 
teners  will  be  able  to  call  in  to  ask 
questions  on  these  programs. 

The  Boston  Foundation’s 
Persistent  Poverty  Project  is  a 
multi-year  project  aimed  at  find¬ 
ing  solutions  to  eradicate  per¬ 
sistent  poverty  in  the  city  of 
Boston. 

The  Education  Dialogue 
project  has  three  components: 

•A  Televised  Education 
Dialogue  Series:  The  series, 
called  "Diplomas  and  Dreams," 
will  feature  groups  of  students, 
parents,  and  teachers  discussing 
public  education. 

•Local  Dialogue  Circles: 
Community  groups  will  meet  to 
watch,  discuss,  and  participate  in 
the  televised  series  by  telephone. 

•Public  Education  Forum: 
Following  the  televised  series, 
the  project  plans  to  convene  a 
large  public  forum  on  public 
education. 


•Suzanne  Lee 
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